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value our natural world.
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WHO WE ARL

Forover 26 yearsSacrament®plashd & { LIthasdeKvéredhandson scienceeducationprograms
centered on the environment Splashis guided by its mission,in hopesof providing ALLchildren
accesgo experiencenature. Todate, we haveconnectedroughly240,000 studentswith nature.

Splashhas alwaysbeen dedicatedto helping municipalitiesfulfill their Watershedand Stormwater
Pollution PreventionEducationand Outreachrequirements,while ensuringchildrenhave accesdo

opportunitiesto form connectionswith nature. Workingfor manyjurisdictionsacrossSacramento
and El DoradoCountiesand the SacramentcStormwaterQuaIityPartnership(SSQPISpIashorovides

EnvironmentaleadershigCampd & | 9tp ihdé&vidualchildren,and Project
AWE(Agriculture, Water, Energy & EnV|ronment)to schoolsthroughoutthe
SacramentdCounty Splashalso providesin-classpresentationsof Splashn
the Clas® & { Lwithin&Sacrament@and EIDoradoCountiesand TrashTalk

0 & ¢ig GittusHeightsand EIkGrove

Thisannual report summarizeswork performed during FiscalYear202526
(01 July2025¢ 30 June2026) by Splash

Connect with us E:E Sacramento Splash

O % (0 PO Box 3188
ey K Rancho Cordova, CA 95741

@sacsplash sacsplash.org 916-364-2437


http://www.sacsplash.org/_blank
http://www.facebook.com/SacSplash
https://www.instagram.com/sacsplash

2025 -26 YEAR In REVIEW

As we close out our fiscal year, it's worth taking a moment to reflect on how far we've come. Every challenge wenilestdnewveeycelebrated, and every life
we touched was possible because of the dedication, passion, and teamwork of our staff and our supporters. We'venpragaim tihat¢ we accomplish our best
work when we collaborate and invest in ourselves to achieve our goals. Thank you for being a partner or funder thatdnéheddst year a success.

This year we connected Splash to 19,380 students and 643 teachers. Through hard work and dedication to our missiebleSplasmpizte our 5th summer
with our Youth Environment al Leadership Camp ( YEL C) .voliitdeeprojeatsithey parycpaded 0
in, how much money they raised for other environmental organizations, and how. Project AWE field trips out at twadsDairyNvere absolutely maxed out

at 125 classes, and we are already fully booked through December 2026. This program has beaiftesotbatigid fall opergs booked solid within 48 hours.

Splash was able to secure a new grant through the CA Natural Resources Agency for our Project AWE program. Halléuadingri®eensistently
decreasing, making individual donors critical to our success. Thank you to each of you who has opened your walletratodSpasinever the last year. Splash
has grown its partnerships with many local organizations, who have been able to donate time, service, and talemht¥ Ee. Yow donations and
partnership have allowed Splash to continue to increase our impact. We also had one of our most successful Big €aypafgbwieger, raising just over
$187,000 which helped us fill the nearly $130,000 funding gap for Project AWE and cover our rent.

Splash has always been dedicated to helping children understand and value our natural world! We will continue ¢ tleesoniipopong support of our donors
and sponsors. We're grateful for the last year, but as we look ahead, we are forecasting a negative bu#Q27fdu@2@@e loss of roughly $95,000 between
the County of Sacramento budget crunch and a decrease in funding from the City of Rancho Cordova. Both cuts weliamphaotestigating Vernal Pools
program. We also now must find $45,000 annually for rent at our Mather Science Education Center. We have com@etd fegthabate these challenges as
the community continues to stand with us. Thank you for being a part of our journey!

With Gratitude,
Madiwnyie W

Mackenzie Wieser
CEO, Sacramento Splash
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Life in Our Watershed: Investigating Vernal Pools (IVP)

Knowledge gained by
students (Postvs Pre
Assessments)

Classes completed our IVP
curriculum and came to
Splash for a culminating
fieldtrip at Mather Field

Of teachers said our curriculu
and field trips vere educational,
gradelevel appropriate, and
helped them meet standards

Of classes came from Title
1 schools (6% decrease
from last year)

2 K| ihewa

This year IVP connected approximately 3,200 students
(plus chaperonesand families) with nature and science
acrossl07 classedrom 34 schools Thisincludes35 new
teachersand4 new schoolg

Thisyear, the environmentwas impacted by an unusual
weather pattern, with initial rainsfollowed by early heat,
then more rainXcausingthe vernalpoolsand grasslando
move through its seasonalphasesmuch more quickly
than usual Although macroinvertebrate populations
declined early as the pools dried, flowers also bloomed
early, but were then hammered by rain later in the
season Splashtook advantageof the opportunities the
changing landscape provided to guide students in
exploring plant adaptations,habitat successionand the
interconnectednessf the vernalpool ecosystem

Nine (9) classegarticipatedin the VP programthrough
our 2" year of partnershipwith SVC yvisiting the Kassis
VernalPools Thisis afee-for-serviceoffering.

Thisyear we welcomedseveraldifferently able students
who were able to fully participatein the field experience
alongside their classmates Their successwas made
possiblethrough the flexibility, creativity,and compassion
of our staff, who continually found ways to make the

preserveaccessiblevhile deliveringa fun and meaningful
educationalexperience



https://sacsplash.org/program/investigating-vernal-pools/
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Duringthe lastschoolyear,we presentedto 232 classesconnecting
7,179 studentsto stormwater pollution prevention and watershed
protection! Overthe pastroughly17 years,SIT(presentationshave
been delivered to over 114,000 grade 3-6 students throughout
Sacrament@andElIDoradoCounties

Two out of three of our P4-25 presentersleft for new chaptersin
their careers,but we addedone amazingnew one to our fabulous
ProgramManagerto makeall the presentationshappen!

We continuedour extendeddatesfor the SITG & S | @nakifigihds

program very nearly yearround and benefiting our crossprogram
staff with more yearround work and pay, aswell asgivingteachers
a biggerwindow in which to selectrequested presentationdates
(someof the schoolswe serveare on a yearroundtrack).

FIND OUT WHAT

Teachers would
recommend this
program

SITC Presentations

Students connected
to stormwater
pollution prevention

Of the classes came
from Title 1 schools



https://sacsplash.org/program/splash-in-the-class/

Youth Environmental Leadership Camp (YELC)

W2 K| indrew?

YEL®asbeena hit throughoutthe Region! Not only do

we keephearingravereviewsfrom campersand parents,
but we consistently have about twice the number of

applicantsasspacesavailable Ourpartner organizations
alsocontinueto wantto beinvolved¢ THANKYOU!

2 K| newa

Our 2025campersvolunteeredfor roughly212 hours of
and raisednearly $4,000 for eco-centric non-profits (not
Splash) Thisis about a 30% increasein the volunteer
time and 67% increasein the fundraisingcomparedto
2024¢ andcontinuedgrowth overthe prior years

Happy 5" Anniversary, YELC!For our 2026 camp, we
received 126 applications for 60 spots (before closing
applications) 2 S Qb had 265 kids take part in this
immersivecamp

This year, we did a lot more outreach in the City of
RanchoCordova helpingusfill slotsfunded by the City
We alsosuccessfullymprovedthe pre-/post-assessment
andaddedprizes,yieldingour bestknowledgegainyet!

2026 applicants volunteered a
total of at least this many hours

Partner Orgs help mak
this camp possible!

Campers said they learned a
lot from this program

Ecacentric career
opportunities brought
to light each week

Nature sightings each week
(encouraging observation)

Parents would
recommend this

program

To get a glimpse into the camp,
please watclthis highlight

\- , videothat showcases the

memories we made.


https://sacsplash.org/program/yelc/
https://player.vimeo.com/video/853476229
https://player.vimeo.com/video/853476229
https://player.vimeo.com/video/853476229
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SERVING YOU 24/7 WATER AND WILDLIFE EDUCATION

LFIND OUT WHAT THIS|PROGRAM

Of the classes came
from Title 1 schools

Farm animals
(aside from bees)

Of teachers said the

Watch this short program supported

: 0
videoto 100% their teaching of
experience this gradelevel standards
field trip through
the eyes of our Knowledge gained by
students and 65%  2nd gr students (Post
teachers.

vs PreAssessments)

PROJECT
2 K| inesva AWE

In the past year, Splashwelcomed 222 classesfrom 51 schools with about
6,000 students, for our educationaland fun field trips. Earlyregistrationfor fall
opened in April for previousteachersand we were completely filled in 48
hoursd We are continuingto improve and scaleour processeswith a new
registration app launching for spring field trip registration, which will be
openingin September

Thedairy is lookingbetter and better eachyear Thisyearg S Qadd&dshade
to the raisedgardenbed area,two new shadestructuresover the lunch picnic
tables, and a goat playground Thanksto SMUDfor funding these and to Sac
AreaSewerDistrictfor helpingus setthem up! We would alsobe remissif we
R A RtffaRkithe amazingBufferlandsTeamfor their continued support and
maintenancework at the Dairyto alwayskeepit readyandlookinggood

Thisyear,we learnedhow difficult it isto maintainan observationbeehiveg the
residentsR 2 Viikeit! So,we now havetwo externalhives,both of which are
hummingalong,with about 60,000 beesapiece

Thisyear,we won a grant with the CaliforniaNatural Resource®\gencyhelping
to fund 300 classesver 3 years! SMUDalsocontinuesto provide sponsorship
for Project AWE,through their SustainableCommunitiesprogram, furthering

the impactwe can haveon studentsin the Sacramentaegion The Countyof

Sacramentol OThasfunded transportationfor many of our Title 1 classesand

our partnership with the SacramentoArea Sewer District for this program
remainsstrong Thisfantasticprogramhasshowncontinuedsuccesg now we

are trying to build sustainablefunding to ensureit continuesand to help us

reachevenmorelocalstudents



https://www.sacsewer.com/
https://www.sacsewer.com/
https://www.sacsewer.com/
https://www.sacsewer.com/
https://sacsplash.org/program/project-awe/
https://player.vimeo.com/video/931239249
https://player.vimeo.com/video/931239249

{g (¥ splash

WATER AND WILDLIFE EDUCATION

In the secondyear of this program,in partnershipwith RepublicServices,
we presentedto 82 classesacrossElkGroveand CitrusHeights,teaching
2,242 students in the 29-6"" gradesabout the 4 w © &Reduce,Reuse,
Recycle,and Rot! This engagingand interactive program empowers
studentsto make simple changesat home and in schoolto promote
sustainabilityand benefitboth their environmentandtheir communities

Staffingwas a challengethis year, sincetwo out of four of our £4-25
presentersleft for other roles, but we were ableto pull in three existing
staff membersworking on other programsto makeall the presentations
happenand,at the sametime, get them more work hoursand pay!

reduce reuse recycle rot

Teachers said TT motivated their S _ i
TT Presentations lstudenés tohuTe thhat theby FIND OUT MORE}
earned to help thesnvir. by
reducing waste going to landfills. ABOUT THIS
PROGRANR

Teachers would
recommend this
program

Students connected
to waste education


https://sacsplash.org/program/trash-talk/

Splash Programs for Mixed Ages

Vernal PoolPublicTours SplashPresenceat Events

a CNJwS AR S NE Splashprovides customizedprogrammingand tours at both the Splash reaches thousands throughout the
Theseguided tours are a wonderful opportunity for Mather Vernal Pools and at the Nicolaus Dairy, fuffilling Sacramentoarea each year through participation
visitorsto learn about and seethe biodiversityof the specialized needs for scout troops, Nature Bowl teams, in specialeventshosted by partner organizations
vernalpoolsand how they differ eachyear It is alsoa homeschoolgroups, garden clubs, and other groups ~Splash We provide a booth or table full of nature or
chance for families and friend groups to find joy makesthe experienceengagingand exploratoryfor eachunique stormwater pollution prevention education, often
together OUTSIDEN NATURESplastoffers four dates group of participants We love working with so many different live critters,andmore, asappropriateto the event
in Mather eachspring In March,we focuson & O N (i (i SINGEZAISECIElEE I ClEER R R E I Sa e Of

and in April we focus on flowers native to our local competitions fulfill core standardspr just havefun learning!

. Eventshada Splasipresence
vernalpoolsandsurroundinggrasslands

Attendees who came to see the rich

habitats in and around the vernal pools.
(>1/2 of 2025, despite offering only morning tours

this time and also having to cancel one date due to
weather)

Widely varied groups had a customized

experience with Splash.
;)

Peopleattendedtheseevents

=

NS
*Note: these programs are fefor-service programs.


https://sacsplash.org/program/private-programs/
https://sacsplash.org/program/private-programs/
https://sacsplash.org/program/public-tours/
https://sacsplash.org/program/public-tours/

KEY ASSESSMENT & EVALUATION POINTS

Knowledgegainbasedon pre- and postassessment&coreincrease)*

To o I Do P>

A

IVP- aremarkable88% (consistentwith the past)!

SITG 53% (20%morethan lastyear!)

ProjectAWE- 2"d-gradekidsgained65%d

ProjectAWE- 3 - 5t grade performancegainswere much lower, though
still positive,sog S ket deeperdive onthese

YELG 20% the bestyear,yet! Thisé S | d¢¥Ssmenthangesmade a
positive difference, but we believe we were held back a bit by some
wordinesswhichg S fxfolr 2027,

TrashTalk- 25% (only LIN2 3 N pe@ry2 S Qthidking about what we
cando evenbetter nextyear!

* We are challengedby inconsistentdata, since not all teachershave their
studentscomplete the postassessments YELCon the other hand, requires
everyparticipantto completetheseon the lastafternoonof camp

Teacheror Parent & Student Evaluationsallow us to ask how they feel about the
programoverall,what we did well or couldimprove,whetherthey would refer friendsto
the program,andmore. Someof the keymetricsare (all 4.x scoresare out of 5):

Teachers
Question IVP  SITC AWE TT
The Program lessons and activities provided were
fun and engaging for my students.
The Program lessons and activities helped me meet
certain standards for instruction.
The Program. empowered my students to share their 49 4.9 not 48
knowledge with others. asked*
| would recommend this Program to other teachers.  100% 100% 100%

A YELC

o Parents Howsuccessfulvasthis programoverall?4.9

o Parents Thisprograminspired my child to try to addressone or more of the
environmentalissueshey learnedabout. 4.6

o Parents Wouldyourecommendthis program?100%6

o Participants Thisprograminspiredme to acton environmentalissuesntroduced
to me. 4.3

o Participants | learneda lot from this program 4.7

4.9 4.9 4.8 4.8

4.7 49 100% 4.6

* We planto alignProject! 2 9 Teacherquestionsmore with those usedfor IVP,SITCand TTfor next
year.



AThe Splash field trip was eng:
outdoors when they arrived, but also in the classroom before our trip
students are now advocates for keeping our water ways clean by ke
storm drains clean, picking up trash when they see it, and they are
educating their families at home. They felt extremely fortunate to live
close to vernal pools and to e
T Ms. Kingsbury, Peter J. Shields Elem.

fil have loved this field trip for 15 years! | look forward to my Spring
curriculum every year, and a lot of it is because | get to teach the Sp
Vernal Pool curriculumdi Elementary Teacher, Phoebe Hearst Elem.

Project AWE

AfStudents were engaged all

presenters we ri dhgsteachernjohh Regth Eem.t i

AWe thank you for being so

students come back and are so excited about their experiences. The

field

AOur presenter, Al exi s,
and had very positive attitude which contributed to a fun and engagi
|l esson for my siJacheVadqsez?, Bgiltéaahark
Stone Lake Elem.

t1 r2'¥ gv teaehere Jarhed McKee Elem.

the
for the students. Everything was on point, well organized, and the

wa s a md

Testimonials

AThis camp was a transformatiyv
their general awareness of the environment into a genuine passion
leadership and action. They came home not just with more knowled
but with the confidence that they can actually make a difference in t
world. Thank you, Splash, for empowering the next generation of
environmental leadersY" Jiyoon parent

AThank you for | etting me be i

exploring new things!t Sanjana, camper
SITC

ASplash in the classroom is engaging, informative, and meets|greale

i standards in such a fun way! The kids loved it and so did I. As long 3§

" is available, | will have them come back every y@arTera Johnson,'™

" ASplash in
0 | them to cere. My B araders left the 'ssson motivated, empowered, a
' excited to be more mindful about how their everyday choices affect
fwater

| gr teacher, Franklin Elem.

t he CIl ass do e-#inspites |

r é blikita Duvag 4" gr deacher, Two Rivers Elem.

ADo you want our next gener a
healthy earth? The Splash Trash Talk presentation is the way to
expose all students to thei i

Mollie Zuehlke, 24 gr teacher, Lichen Elem.




STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

As of June 30, 2026

ASSETS
Current Assets
Bank Accounts
Accounts Receivable
Prepaid Expenses
Investments
Total Current Assets
Fixed Assets
TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY
Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Accrued Expenses
Total Liabilities

Equity

Unrestricted Met Assets

Donor Restricted
Total Equity

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

335,191.51
236,330.11
435.78

213,283.47

785,240.87

42,560.14

26,964.72
7,945.82
34,910.54

773,605.81

19,284.66

792,890.47

827,801.01

REVENUE

46% | Government

15% | Organizations

9% | Other

3% | InKind

30% | Program: Project AWE

20% | Program: IVP

3% | Program: Trash Talk

1% | Program: Public Tours

0.2% | Private Programs
6%| General &Admin

20%| Fundraising



POPULATION SERVED

By supportingSplashthe SacramentdNB 3 Anfuyidipalitiesare reachingthousandsof familiesthrough their children at local public schools Many of these familiesrepresent
hard-to-reachpopulationswho would otherwiselikely not receivesucheducationand experiencesThetable below showshow well the classegarticipatingin SplashPrograms
closelymirror the ethnicand sociceconomicdiversityof SacramentdCountypublicschoolsasawhole. Thisis one of the greatestadvantage®of workingthroughlocalschools

Ethnic Demographics

Afr. Amer. Latino or Pacific Two or more] MNorace

American Indian ‘ Asian ‘ Filipino Hispanic Islander White races reported

Splash .56% 0.27% 23.69% 3.49% 29.38% 1.46% 22.00% .63% 0.00%
Sac County 5.64% 0.38% S37% 2.61% 32.83% 1.37% 24.47% B2% 0.00%
Difference -1.08% -0.10% 1.32% B8% 3.45% 0.09% 2.47% .B0% 0.00%

Title 1 Socioeconomically
Disadvantaged

M Splash W Sac County



AWARDS and RECOGNITION
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THE CITY OF ELK GROVE | &

City of Elk Grove 2025 Nonprofit of the Year

In January2026 Splashwas namedthe 2025 Nonprofit of the Yearby
the ElkGroveChamberof Commerce Theaward alsoled to Mackenzie
accepting 5 additional awards of recognition for this by US
CongresswomaorisMatsui, CAAssemblyMember StephanieNguyen,
City of Elk Grove Mayor Bobbie Sigh Allen, CosumnesCSD Board
Members,and SacramentdCountySupervisoPatHume Theawardwas
given at a beautiful celebration with many Splashstaff and board
membersin attendance

RECOGNIZES AND APPRECIATES

Sacramento Splash

alf of the City of Elk Grove City Cq
n with the Elk Grove Chamb

O AR IR FIR PR SR SN SN AR Fas
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rrrrr 1 erous future.
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| | Sac Business Journal: Women Who Mean
Business

MackenzieWieser, CEOof Splashwas awardedas one of the Women
Who Mean Businessby the SacramentoBusinessJournal Mackenzie
acceptedthe award on June26™, in front of a fully packedauditorium
full of { I ONJ Y SostiiFl@atial businessleaders Sheis truly
honored to have been selectedand looks forward to remaining close
with the other womenwho sharedthe stagewith her this year

We are always grateful to be recognized for our hard work and
dedicationto the region.



SPECIAL EVENTS BUILDING MOMENTUM TOGETHER

Thispast year, Splashstrengthenedrelationshipswith donors, partners, sponsorsand community " VAR
leadersby expandingphilanthropicsupport, cultivatingnew partnershipsandincreasingawareness R
of Splash'smission Our fundraising events brought our community together while generating
critical supportfor our programs

SantaandMrs ClausVisitCritterville

Familiesonceagaingatheredat the SplashCenterto celebratethe holidays,take photoswith Santa
and Mrs. Claus,visit our animal ambassadorsand enjoy holiday cheer This beloved tradition
continuesto createjoyful memorieswhile supportingthe careof our animals,a cornerstoneof four
of our programs Speciathanksto volunteer Santaand Mrs. ClausMike and SherriRetzlaffandthe
Splashstaff who madethis magicaleventpossible

AWEnN Action

Our 2nd annual AWEIin Action event at the historic NicolausDairy gaveguestsa firsthand look at
the environmental education experiencesSplashprovidesto local students Through handson
activities,animal encounters,and explorationof Agriculture,Water, Energy,and the Environment,
guestsexperiencedthe impact of Project AWE The event raised nearly $23,000 to help more
children, especiallythose from Title | schools,experiencethe outdoors We are grateful to our
sponsorsauctiondonors,staff, auctioneerSaraHusby,and everyguestwhosegenerositymadethis
eventsuchasuccess

BackyardBashfor Splash

Our inaugural BackyardBashat the Sheldoninn brought supporterstogether for an eveningof
music, food, auctions, and community With a live performance by Wealth of Nations and
auctioneer SacramentoCounty SupervisorPat Hume, the event raised more than $16,000 to
supportSplashprograms Thankyouto everyonewho helpedmakethe eveninga success

We hope to seeyou at a Splashevent this year! Everyticket, guest, bid, and conversationhelps
grow the Splashfamily and connectmore childrenwith the natural world.



Making New Friends & Community Connections

Come Visit the Nicolaus Dairy, SplashCenter, and Vernal
Pools

This year, SacramentoSplashwas grateful to build new relationships with
community leaders, organizations, agencies, and partners who share our
commitment to connectingchildren with the natural world. We are proud to
recognizethe new friends who learned more about our mission, visited our
programs sharedtheir expertise,or explorednew waysto supportour work:

Hosted at the Splash Center & Mather Field Hosted at the Nicolaus Dairy in Elk Grove

A Eskaton Buddy Day A Congresswoman Doris Matsui

A Chase Michelotti and the team at CordovaA Elk Grove Chamber of Commerce
Recreation & Parks District Nonprofit Mixer

A Visit Rancho Cordova A Dave Richardson, Woodard & Curran

A Sacramento Aquarium Club Members A Ralph Virgil, Helix Environmental
Planning

A International Aquarium Conference Guestsd Melisa Gaudreau, Page & Turnbull

A Sacramento Stormwater Quality Partnership,
including staff from each participating city
(shadowed an Investigating Vernal Pools fieldtrip)

Eachnew connectionstrengthensour community and helpsexpandthe circle of
people working alongside SacramentoSplashto ensure more children can
experiencemeaningfulhandson environmentaleducation

We love showcasingour programsto new friends and are alwaysopento having
visitorsseewhat we love to do. If you are interestedin bookinga visitto Splash,
pleaseemailgina@sacsplasbrg.



https://sacsplash.org/send-us-a-message-or-ask-a-question/?InqTo=Gina%20Fleming
https://sacsplash.org/send-us-a-message-or-ask-a-question/?InqTo=Gina%20Fleming
https://sacsplash.org/send-us-a-message-or-ask-a-question/?InqTo=Gina%20Fleming

Challenges Overcome

Splasthad manychallengeshis pastfiscalyear We not only overcamelaste S | Hug@e Budget
deficit but also managedto raise enough funds to cover the new $45000 annual rent
(increasing3%/yr) to the Countyof Sacramentdor our headquartersin Mather and a nearly
$18,000 unexpectedplumbingbill. Theroof of the SplashScienceEducationCenterhad been
leakingfor two years,with volunteermade stop-gap measurespreventingus from losingour
animalpermitsandallowingusto keepoperatingour programs Therent ismeantto payfor the
new roof. Shortlyafter signingthe agreementwith the County,there wasa major sewerissue,

whichimpactedour guestsand staff Therepairsmadeto date were describedasad 6 I-ly RR

to a muchlarger problem,which g S @dntinueto seekfundingfor. In additionto fundraising,
Splashslookingto monetizeour facility with new programingn the fall.

Busdriver shortagescontinuedto makethingsalittle unpredictablefor field trip scheduling We
continue to work with each R A & (i tahspaitadién office to ensure seamlessfield trips,
however,someschoolshad their busessimplynot showup to take the kids on their field trips
thisyear A new challenges comingfrom someschooldistrictsthat are choosingto movetheir
teachersto different gradelevelsmore frequently, causingus to have a higher number of new
teachersand a decreasein teachercommitmentto and completionof our InvestigatingVernal
Poolsprogram Thisleadsto a poorer experiencefor students New teachershave alsobeen
overwhelmedwith many schooland district requirements,causingthem to find it difficult to
attendthe requiredNew TeachefTrainingfor this program,sothis yearwe went to them!

PublicTourswere challenginghis year due to weather, with unexpectedheat drying the
poolsearlyand causingusto cancelour lasttour date,andlightningforcingusto pushout
one of the datesat the lastminute. We alsoonly ran morningtours this year,dueto lower
afternoonturn-out lastyear This@ S I tbLi3 svere all largelysold out, yet morningonly
tours naturally cut our revenuefor this program We are consideringalternating yearsg
morningsonly vsmorningsandafternoons

Last & S| NBIX had fewer
participants living or going to
school in the City of Rancho
Cordova than the number for
which they targeted their
funding, so this year,we needed
to fill the usual annual number
AND make up as many as
possiblefrom lastyear Through
extensive outreach, we were
able to make up all but two
spots,whichg S Qchididentwill
befilled nextyear!

We alwaysstrugglewith seasonasktaffing,andthis yearwasno exception We havebeen
working to find the balancebetween having staff who work multiple programsso that
they have more paid hoursand want to staywith Splashand figuringout how to ensure
we have enoughstaff availableto work simultaneousprograms We are currently hiring
EnvironmentalEducatorsand hope that if you know anyonelooking for somethinglike
this, youtell them aboutus.


https://sacsplash.org/job-openings

Critterville Animal Ambassadors Nicolaus Dairy

At the SplashCenterin Mather, we maintain a set of animalambassadorshat are
either nativeto the VernalPools(or surroundinggrasslandspr are representativeof
themXsinceA (h&derto teachaboutthis ecosystenwhenit canbe rare to seethe
crittersin the wild. Everyanimalwe havein Crittervillewaseither injured or kept as
a pet and cannot be releasedinto the wild or was donated Our amazingcritter
keepersgenerallytake careof ~40 critters, manyof whichrequire specialpermits.

§ CKAA &SINJgS
A Thistle (domestic rabbit)

/A Bingo (Alligator Lizard)

A Winton (Spadefoot Toad)

May they rest in peace.
00

¢CKAd &SI NFE ¢S al

A Sam | Am (Alligator Lizard)

| A Lego (Western Fence Lizard)

At the HistoricNicolausDairyin
AL EIkGrovelwe maintaina set of
@ P © AnbralanfbAs¥adorthat are
- examplesof typicalanimalsfound
on a family-run farm of the era.

Our special animal friends at the dairy include:

A ~120,000 honeybees (up from ~10,000 last year)

A 50 native Mason bees

A BamBampingoBoingo,& Poppy(Nigeriandwarf goats)
A ~13chickens

lots of neighboringcowsand calves

Nesting Kestrels

/ A< e8RS Hawks
A Nesting Great Horned Owls

Other critter news this year:

A A staff member donated an amazing 125 gallo
tank for some of our Mexican Axolotls
A {LXFAK LI NOYSNBR 6A0TF
Museum to make a video recording of some of
our Axolotls for display in their Mexico section.

T I



Volunteer & Eagle Scout Projecis s

Service Days (4) at the Splash Center & Mather Ei€lthnk you all! ! % <
Octoberg 12 Weed Warriors from Sac Republic came out to help Splash and the Coygss *, :
{1 ONI YSy(2Qa t NBASNWS al yl 3SySyda GaSry g
M. Collin Conservation Preserve. ]

Decemberg Roughly 10 boy scouts, 4 parents, and 6 additional volunteers joined 4
staff members to help us eradicate a squirrel infestation, beautify the property, and
a volunteermade custombuilt bench for guests.

January For the 2¢year in a row, a SMUD Cares Team of about 10 joined some Splash £ R i i e o ¢ it
staff and a couple of additional volunteers, bringing their energy and human power to : . e s : a Y
help us do some major landscape clagn B e

"y
N

February 9 platform sections were built for Vernal Pools at Mather & Kassis, thanks to end 1o Tt
10 volunteers from the Kiwanis, Sac Valley Conservancy, and Splash for their construction jFs , : TP

and placement labor! Dipping platforms allow visitors/surveyors to come all the way to T '
the edge of vernal pools, while limiting the damage to those edges, where the endemic | o e
plants and flowers grow in concentric rings.

[
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Goat Playground at Nicolaus Dairy

L
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Amazing Ahmed, an Eagle Scout from Elk Grove,
completed his project at the Nicolaus Dairy, - » = =T
building a playground for our goats. This is an P ’ \\
important addition to the enrichment activities for
the goats, helping them burn off energy and be
ready to interact with kids on field trips!
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LOOKINGORWAR®

A new fiscal year is more than a new budget or a new set of goalsii it's a fresh opportunity to dream bigger, serve more youth, and build on the
foundation we've created over the past 26 years. The work ahead will bring new opportunities and new challenges.

In the coming year, Splash will focus on reaching new donors and friends willing to support all our programs. We are beyond grateful to all of
our ongoing, committed funding partners. Yet again, we celebrated another amazing year, only to have one of our long-term partners leave us.
This year the County of Sacramento is in a significant budget crisis and cut our program funding, as well asincreasing our rent. We understand
that these choices can be hard, but such actions leave us searching for ways to fill the gaps. This year, we are building new partnerships and
working to diversify our funding so that we can weather these downturns a lot better in the future. Splash is also going to be leaning in to our
fundraising events. We will host three fundraising events again this year: 0 B a Yakd Bashfor S p | a(Sdptémber 1xh at Board Member David
He dihowes),0 SanwisidaCr i t t eDevembel, & the Splash Center),and 0 A Wik A c t | (Marah, at the Historic Nicolaus Dairy).

S p | aBrégias Managers are working towards communicating with teachers using a single voice for all our programs. We want to make it far
easier for teachers to know about and sign up for ALL the programs we have to offer, so we have been working with Mosaic Data to build an
application that will put this is one place and help us streamline our processes. We are looking forward to our continued partnership with
Republic Servicesto deliver waste education presentations in 72 classrooms again this year and we are also excited to continue field trips to the
Sacramento Valley Co n s e r voakhacsysdingbP o o Ithss 6oming spring, which will help us grow our vernal pool program .

We are also proud of being at the forefront of helping other organizations thrive, and we hope to do so through alarge project that we will begin
planning soon for the Historic Nicolaus Dairy. This will be a recycled water demonstration project to showcase that recycled water can be used in
mitigation watershed restoration projects throughout the state. Splash is open to additional partnerships alongside our existing one with the
Sacramento Area Sewer District, to be able to bring this project to fruition . We are also working on building new programs at our Splash Science
Education Center in Mather this fall and beyond. We truly believe inthe 0 b e tttoegre t rhotta véhen it comes to conservation and education .

As we begin this next chapter, let's carry forward our purpose, our optimism, and our commitment to making a lasting difference. L e tin8psre our
community together. Thank you for being a part of our journey toward ensuring our youth feel comfortable and inspired by being in nature.

Your support helps children understand eundnadiwral world.
Please considaking a donation
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